Music Theory For Guitar
Part 1

Issues Discussed Here Include...
. Tablature
- Notes On The Guitar
- Repositioning
. Power Chords & Octaves
. Chord Charts
- General Open Chords
. Bar/Moveable Chords
- Basic Rhythm Ideas

1. The Very Basicsdblature, notes, octaves)

A. Tablature

The guitar is made up of six strings. On the guitack are lines that are called frets. The firshgt is the thinnest
string, the sixth string is the fattest string. Bare simply tells you which string, and whichtfte play. The top
line represents the first string, while the bottiime represents the sixth string. Lets look at sexamples.

This means play fret number one on the first strihgn play fret number two on the first stringeritplay fret
number three on the first string, and finally pfest number four on the first string. Lets lookaawother example.

This tablature means, play the first string bundbfret any notes. In otherwords, when you s8giameans play
that string as an open string. Ok, after that ylay the first fret on the first string, then thecerd fret on the first
string. Now look what happens, we have changedgstriSo play the third fret on the second string.namok
again, we have changed strings once more. Plafptinth fret on the third string now, followed byetfifth fret on
the third string. Again, the string has changedlag the sixth fret on the fourth string, then #eventh fret on the
fourth string, now play the fifth fret on the thistring. | think you are getting the point now. Qast example.

This is how chords are represented. The first chueedns play the open string on the sixth stringairile same
time play the second fret on the fifth string, yoay recognize this as an E5 chord, or an E powerdche second
chord means play the second fret on the fifth gtvitnile playing the fourth fret on the fourth stginyou may
recognize that as a B5 chord or a B power chorav N¢s see if you can figure out the next chord/oar own. Lets



go over some basic tablature notations.

The~ symbol means to vibrato the note by shaking ihwiur hand. The notatidsh means bend the note half a
step, and the notatidsf means to bend the note a full step. Now most geogt their own notations and will
usually explain it in their tablature what they meso there is no point in showing any more notegtio

You may be wondering how rhythm is represented teithature. Well in general, it is assumed youaalseknow
the tune in your head or that you have a copy®ttine and can play along with it with the tablatdiowever,
rhythm is usually indicative of how far the notes apart, for instance

In this instance you would probably hold out théenan the B fret twice as long as the time the note on thérét
is held out. However, sometimes the position ofrthebers do not represent the rhythm at all artbigncase you
either need the tune or the accompanied musiqepifiined in future lessons.)

What if two guitars are playing? Well in that caseltiple staves are presented.

In this case, one guitar would play whats represgnh the first staff while a second guitar woukdpbtaying what
is represented on the second staff.

B. Notes and Octaves

In the music scale you have 12 different tones,thad octaves which are the same tones exceptetbirbl
frequency or half the frequency. For instance thie HA" as played on the"Sstring open fret, is 440Hz. Now if you
play the 2° fret on the % string, that note too is ai\", but is at 880Hz. That note is considered anvects from
the open string on thé"String since its tone is double. The notation tmds for Hertz and means vibrations per
second. Ok, lets list all the notes

CC#DDHEFF#GGH#AA#B

Notice how there are 12 different notes. Breymbol is pronounced as sharp. Therefore the D#tis pronounced
asD Sharp. Those same notes can be written as

CDbDEbEFGbGAbABbB

The symbob is pronounced as flat. Therefd& is pronounced a6 Flat. Lets look at those notes on a guitar



Notice that the 12th fret is the same as the opé@rgs This is because the 12th fret is one octgweards. Lets look
at those notes again but instead of using sharpsi$e flats.

7
B C Db DEb E

Hopefully you can see now thatzb is the same &s#. You may be wondering now when you should usataofl a
sharp to represent a note, well lets not worry abwat now, just understand that you can have miffenotations
for the same note. Different notations for the saote is called aenhar monic. Therefore the enharmonic oB&
is anA#. Lets look at the notes on a guitar again

| -12-13-14-15-16-17-18-19- 20- 21- 22- 23- 24- |
E F G GAbA Bb BC DbD EbE

Ok, lets look at those same notes again but writtigm sharps instead of flats just so you get tbimp

| -12-13-14-15-16-17-18-19- 20- 21- 22- 23- 24- |
E FF¢ GGHE A A BC Cf DD#E

And finally, if you haven't noticed yet, these #ne same notes as before, but are the octaves abties. Lets look
at the notes back to back if you dont understanalt wimean.

| -12-13-14-15-16-17-18-19- 20- 21- 22- 23- 24- |
E F FE GGt A MM B CC¢ D DHEE

See, its the same notes. You can easily find aaveaif a note on a string by adding or subtractiadrets. The
octave upwards of thé"gret, would be the 17fret. | figured that out by adding 12 to 5, whietjuals 17. Now, the
octave below the 13fret will be the I fret. | got that by subtracting 12 from 13(13-12=Mow that we understand



octaves, lets look at all the notes on all thengs{l will use only sharps instead of flats, buti ghould now be able
to convert it yourself.)

B C CG#D DHE F F#G Gt AA#B

|-0--1--2--3--4--5--6--7--8--9--10- 11- 12- |

EF F# G G A MMB C C# DDHE

No need to tell you what the notes are past tikfrE2 since its just the octaves as explainedeamMow that you
see all the notes, you can easily see what thadguwfithe guitar is(each open string).

1% string is arE
2" string is aB
3 string is aG
4" string is aD
5" string is amA
6" string is arE

Also notice that the'fret on the sixth string is ak, and that the"string open is aA. This shows you how to
tune your guitar. If you have the sixth string tdmerrectly to an E, then all you have to do ig/te 5" fret on the
sixth string and get the fifth string to sound saene when it is open. Also, notice that every wotéhe fifth string
is exactly the same as the note on the sixth skifigts up. Therefore if you play



since it is the same note. The pattern holds tpum the second string, where tH&ffet on the third string is now
equal to the open string on the second string.0Bae again, the fifth fret on the second stringgeal to the first
string played openly. Here are some more examplésas you fully understand

I | Equals |----------------- |
| o | | oo |
[-------mmee - - | [-0-1-3-5-7------- |
| -5-6-8-10-12----- | [-----mmmmmm - |
| o | | o |
| o | | o |
I | Equals |----------------- |
[-------mmee - - | [-0-2-3-5-7------- |
| -5-7-8-10-12----- | R |
| o | | |
| o | | o |
| o | | o |
=== | Equals |-0-2-3-5-7------- |
| -5-7-8-10-12----- | R |
| o | | o |
| o | | |
| o | | o |
=== | [-0-1-3-5-8------- |
| -4-5-7-9-12------ | Equals |----------------- |
|- | | o |
|- | | o |
| o | | |
[-------mmee - - | |-0-2-3-5-8------- |
| -5-7-8-10-13----- | [-----mmmmmm - |
I | Equals |----------------- |



| o | |-~ 8-7-----o - |
I | Equals |--------- 7-9----- |
[--------- 12-14---| R |
|- | | o |
| o | | |
| o | | o |
| o | | o |
|----- 4----ome---- | Equals |----------------- |
[----- 2--7-------- [ 9--7--------
|-10----- L | |-10--7--5--------
| -8 me e | | -8 |
| o | | o |
|- | | o |
I | Equals |----------------- |
| o | | o 9---|
[--------- 9-12-14-| [------ 9-9-12----- |
|-9-12-14--------- | [-9-12-------o---- |

Hopefully now you understand that you can re-aresaugything you want on the guitar to make it easigiay.
However there are some general rules of thumbirfsteince, if something is an open string you shéddge it as
an open string, and vice verse(if something igdrktyou should not change it to an open string)s & because an
open string has a very unique sound to it comperedfretted string eventhough it is the same riel@ying the
same notes on a guitar but in different positi@nsailedvoicing. You can play differentoicings of the same notes
or the same chords. The reason you might wantrieeagp with a different voicing for a chord is besaudlifferent
voicings hold slightly different tonal qualitiesoiFinstance, here are some examples of differeintngs of chords.

|0 | | -0 |
|3 | | -0 |
[ | Equals |--7-------------- |
| o | | o |
|- | | o |
| o | | |
| -3 m | | o |
| 5 m e | | -8 |
[ | Equals |-9--------------- |
|2 | |9 |
|- | |7 |

Eventhough those chords are exactly the same amedtha same notes, they sound slightly differentibse they
are in different voicings.

Before we go onto the next lesson, here are somestgou should be familiar with.

e Half Step - moving one note, or one fret.

« Whole Step - moving two notes, or two frets.

e Cent - one cent is equal to 1/100 of a half step.
Therefore moving a half step upwards from tfidrét takes you to the™7ret. Moving a whole step backwards
from the 4" fret takes you to the"2fret.

2. Simple Chordgwer chord, octave chord)

The power chord is one of the most common chordd irsmusic, especially in metal and pop music. fEason it
is so popular is because it doesn't contain thadofia major or minor chord(this will be explainedhe future.) A
power chord(which is also called & &hord) is written as a note followed by the numbeFherefore ai power
chord is written a&5. A G# power chord is written a&#5. A power chord is created by fretting the notesplu
whatever note occurs 7 half steps upwards. Thexéfgou play amA5 power chord, you form it playing the and
theE. Lets see how | got th&.

AAM BCCHEDDEEFFt GG#
12 345 67 89 10 11 12



See how thé& occurs 7 half steps above theYou may be wondering what this looks like on gjuitar, so here
you go.

See the 8 fret on the sixth string is ah and the ¥ fret on the fifth string is a&. Now, you might be thinking that
this is a pain to figure out the note that occur&lf steps above the note of the chord you waptap. Well, you
are correct, so here is a trick. To form a powardton the 8, 5", 4", and second" string just follow this
formula. Fret the note of the chord, then fret fveds up on the next string over. Therefore if yoa playing 85
power chord on the fifth string, you fret th¥ fret on the fifth string since that note i8and then fret thefret
on the fourth string since that is one string cued 2 frets upwards. Here are some examples.

(03

EEEEEEE 15- - |
[EEEEER 13-
|--e- 12-----|
|----5-10----- |
| -10-3-----=-- |
| 8- meeen e |
D5

FEEEEEE 5----|
[EEEREREE 3----|
|----- 2---n-- |
| === 7-0------ |
[-12-5-------- |
|-10----n---- |
E5

EEEERES 7--e-|
EERERS 5---o-|
|- 4 -nne |
|---9-2--m---- |
|-2-7---en - |
| -0-mmmeeen |
F#5

EEEEEEE 9----|
[EEEREREE 7---|
EEREES 6 v e |
[---11-4------ |
|-4-9---nn--- |
| 2o mmenes |

The pattern should be quite obvious now. See hewitst note is also the note of the chord andnd note is the
next string over plus 2 frets. What about tffes&ing? Well, its almost the same pattern buiiagtof 2 frets
upwards its 3 frets upwards. Why you ask? Well maimer that when you tune your guitar, tuning from 3 to the
2" string requires you to match the note on tfidrét instead of the'5fret like all the other strings. Well, here are
some more examples.

Easy enough, right! You may now be asking yoursetfy | grouped octave chords with power chords) itel
because just like power chords there is a simpladta to follow. Lets look at octaves again.



ok, lets reposition one nore time to the 4" string.

Now, |ets combine the octave with its original note.

Looks, exactly like the power chord pattern exaapextra string over! This pattern holds true Far $ixth and fifth
string, however for the fourth and third stringg {hattern moves one fret upwards. Here are sonmmapea.

6th string



4t h string

| - 5-6-9-19-|

So now you should be able to form any power chadiany octave chord instantly.

3. General Chordsepen chords, charts)

To tell you how to play chords, | first must expldow to use a chord chart. A chord chart allows o easy way
to show someone how to play a chord. Lets lookiatéxample below

A guitar chart is trying to look like the neck afyr guitar. The verticle lines going down represgnir strings,
while the lines going across represent your filétsy the string all the way on the left is suppasée the 8 string
and the one on the right is the first string. Ndwpu have just a chart like this, that meansttigline is
representing the top of your neck, therefore the lee down would be the first fret. Sometimeshié person wants
to say that top line is somewhere else they wilhtiom it by saying,

Therefore, now that top line is representing tie6d the line under that is the seventh fret. Asreral rule of
thumb, if the fret location is not mentioned thibattmeans it is at the top of the neck. Ok, now @bk at a chord,
theOpen C chord.

The numbers on the strings represent what fingersymuld use to play that string.

1 - Index Finger(1st finger)
2 - Middle Finger(2nd finger)
3 - Ring Finger(3rd finger)

4 - Pinky Finger(4th finger)
T - Thumb

Also you may have noticed this above the'3and £ strings, this means play those strings as opamgstrNow
lets see that chord as tablature



So if you look at the chord chart you see that giay the & fret on the fifth string with your third fingethe
second fret on the fourth string with your secoinddr, and the first fret on the second string witlr index finger.
Lets look at two more examples.

G Mpj or Qpen Chord
000

| -3----0-nn- - |
|-0----Lomn--- |
|-0----2-mn--- |
|-0----2-mm--- |
| -2----0-n---- |
| -3-mmemen s |

If you are still having trouble understanding tt@ chart then let me explain one more time iwsiwotion. Look
at theG Major chord. The verticle line all the way on the lafthe sixth string. Now, see the number 2? That
number 2 is located 3 frets downwards, therefosé nfieans play theé®¥ret on the sixth string with your middle
finger! Now, look at the next string over(whichtie 5" string). It has the number 1 on it. That numbés [bcated
2 frets down from the top. That means play the sédret on the fifth string and play that note wytbur index
finger since the number one means your index fingew, the next three strings, the fourth, thindd 3econd have
no numbers on them, but they have litfle above them. That means play those three stopgsly. Finally, the
verticle line all the way on the right is th& dtring. It has the number 3 on it. That numbee¢hmeans you are
going to use your ring finger. That number threal$® located 3 rows down, or in otherwords, 3sfotwn,
therefore, all in all, you are playing th€ Bet on the first string with your ring finger. ©@ayou put all that together
you get the G Major Chord. Ok, lets look at someerexamples.

This means, put your middle finger on the fifthtfoe the sixth string, and lay your ring finger @ss strings 1 to 4.
Also, thatX above the 8 string means that that string does not get plagedets look at this in tablature notation.



C Maj or

00O0O

Ok, | think you are getting it now. Lets look ans® very popular open chord formations. You shoudamorize
E M nor

these chords and their names. | will put the taindahotation for the first few chords but will rfot the rest.
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Dsus4

Asus4
0o

D M n7

D Myj 7

F6

X o X

Thats enough chords for now, there are thousandsarfis.

4. Bar Chords/Moveable Chordfl@{mations)

Another type of chord is the bar chord. Its prolpaibie of the most widely used chords because oogenaster
them you can play almost any chord you come acBigsbefore we get to bar chords lets define thedwoot
note. The root note is the dominate note or the domisatind of the chord. For instance, with @kl ajor chord,



the root note is the'Sfret on the & string since that note is@ Ok, back to the topic at hand!!! Now, bar chords
are also sometimes called moveable chords, begausean move them anywhere on the neck of the maitd get
the same chord. Lets look at an example of a bamd¢hets say the G Major Bar Chord.

G Maj or
_____ 2" fret
111111
[l _l_2_|_|
| _3_4_| _|_|
I I
[ I O I
|--8-nneeeee |
EEESEREEREE |
ERVAREEEPES |
|--5--nnenee |
ERTEEREPES |
EEEAEETEPES |

To form that chord you lay your first finger acrdbs 3" fret and make sure it is pushing down all thengsj then
lay your other fingers in the correct positionsisTiype of chord is hard for beginners so you sthéwyl and practice
by doing this

First try laying(barring) your index finger acrase first three strings and make sure all the natesout nicely.
Try moving around to different frets to make suoe yrave it good. After you master that, try layymyir index
finger across 4 strings and make sure each najs dut clearly. Again try it on many different SefAgain,
continue this until you are able to do all sixrsgs and have all notes ring out nicely. Now, heréé nice thing
about bar chords, once you know the formation, gaou move it anywhere you want. For instance, a nedjord
with the root note on the sixth string has the fation

You can put that formation anywhere you want artcageajor chord. If you start it on th& et you get a G Major
chord since the3fret on the sixth string is a G. It you put it e 7" fret you get a B Major chord. If you are not
following, here are some examples.

Maj or F# Maj or

Ok, one more set of examples and I'll show yourechiof chord formations. Lets do bar chords that&ia the root
note on the 8 string now. Lets do major chords. The bar chorehtion for Major chords with the root note on the
fifth string is.



Here are some examples

—— — — — — o)
1 1 1 1 1 1
Vo Q B [P < — B [ —_—— N —_—— —
T = [ I [ N | [ . [ I
o S N I [ P c AN — | — N — — o —— o —
— 0 o c — [ I < [ — [ [ — I
O + v 1 a0 o N~ [ P — — A N — — — N~ 1K [P | —— N — — [{e) [ o p R
— <} [ I o [ | [ N [ I
W13331 , IS R P [ [ e ol | — |—— o —
oA S o [ [ o [ [ T o [ N |
Vo = C JH— — IS A — ™ — I = P S — [
@ T w s _1_ [ m _l_ [ s [ O 5 | | _T_ | W | [ |
S0 e —_— —_— —_— —_— —_—
(%]
>
(@] (@]
(]
c c
> — —
- = =
mlla ] 2]
] ] 1 ] 1 1 " _hIH - _hIH - ™
1 1 1 1 1 1 — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —— — — — — —
T T T m = [ I [ | = [ . [ [ I |
Vo = [ . — o0 JS . — A N | —— 0 — — A —
Voo © ®) [ [ ®) [ [ [ |
P = o 9N | < — — o = — < —— —— o — e <t — —
O v 4 4 = = [ I [ | = [ [ I Il
cooo s 2L | N o A — |— |l—

—_— 1 1 1 —_——— — —_——— — — —_— —_— —_— —_——— —_— —_———
000 e z [ [ | Z o [ I [ [ |
W T T T T |m .mh _1_|_3_|_| N _|_|_|_|_| .m c _1_|_|_|_| e _|_|_2_|_| < _|_|_3_|_|

1 1 1 1 1 1 O Ot — o d— +—
w o I e ~X A = O e ~ P
.m o o
e O )
£ £ =
o
S £ =
- o]
- s )
1 1 1 1 1 1 — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
Vo m © _1_ 1 | I _4_ I © _1_2_ I | 1! < | N
1 1 1 1 1 1 o —_——— — —_— —_— o —_— —_— —_— [ — —_—
Voo ) < [ | Il < [ I [ — (|
N =0 [ |—on — ) A [ ——n — ~ — N —
O + + 1 1 a1 [} o [ I [ | o [ [ [ I |
e T T C = e — < — — N — — cC = | ——n — | — A — — o
W OOLOLLLOM . m © [ [ | m © [ [ o [ I |
AR g S e i e e Ot A B F e I I - A i T O I I
o . -
oL+ttt ey S |Jd____ AX e — &S N SX | _
(]
° >
c o
c
- O
w C
= @
Q
d S
T c g
Vo ) o L J o o -
T > = [ I [ | [ [ [ |
Voo We [ I o oy — e < — — e <t — — < —
T p [ . — [ | [ N [ I [ |
= >5 AN ~ o — A — o — oA — — — |—— o —
O v 1 1 o S o [ I [ | [ [ [ N |
— = 0 o — . [ — N A —n — |— A — —
W02220 | [ o [ N =) [ | o [ [ N [ |
oo 8= & _1_|_3_|_| < _|_|_|_|_| T _1_|_|_|_| = _1_|_|_|_| ? _|_|_2_|_|
1 1 1 1 1 1 o
< ts £ S 1 SX N e—— g 1 M ~ [P



Bar Chords With The Root Note On Th® 8tring

Bar Chords With The Root Note On Th&String

Di m nshed Augn'ent ed AUngEnt ed 7th Dom 7th w Flatted

5th
[ I |_|_1.111 T T T 1
| 1] 2] |11 23] |11 23] 712
[ _|_I_3_|_4 | | 4| _|_| [ I 1171 4]
[ | O T
NEEEE NEEEn NEEEn U
M nor 6th Maj or 7th M nor 7th Maj or
X

[ | [ | 111 111 11
O o 1____1_|1 O o [l _[_2_|_|

Please note that a Dom. 7th chord is the same #srag7th chord. It is alright to leave the wordrD@ominate)
from the name of the chord when talking about acFitrd. You may also be wondering why there aridiht
shapes for the same type of chord. For instaneeg timight be 3 different shapes for a major chait the root
note on the 5th string. This is because each sapdifferent voicing. They basically have the samtes but are
in different positions. | will get into more detaiith this in Music Theory For Guitar Part 3.

5. Rhythmfotations)

Not much is really needed to be said here. Juséesdarification for people who have trouble withnts. Adown
stroke is when you strike the guitar in the directiorttoé 6" string towards the®istring. Anup stroke is when you
strike the guitar in the direction of th& tring towards the"Bstring. When playing a tune that involves strungnin
chords, you should always keep your arm moving fzexckforth to the time of the song, thats why ybautd strike
the guitar with up strokes and down strokes abderhoments. For instance, say you see this

C
[

viI|vi]]yv

Inwhich the arrows pointing downwards representmigwokes, and the arrows pointing upwards reptegen
strokes. You may think to yourself why you do twastrokes in a row. The answer is simple. If youstantly
move your arm back and forth(going upstroke, dovakst, upstroke, downstroke), to the tempo of theimuat that
one point when there is a slight pause, whenrite to start strumming again you are in the posttbostrick the
guitar in an upstroke. So in that blank where nhs playing, imagine an invisible down stroke high you do

not strike the guitar but rather move your arm.

If you've ever seen sheet music, there are notesiaguarter notes, half notes, full notes, etdere is a
definition(simple mathematics)

Full Note = 4 quarter notes

Half Note = 2 quarter notes
Quarter Note = 1 quarter note
Eighth Note = half a quarter note



Sixteenth Note = a quarter of a quarter note
32nd Note = an eighth of a quarter note
64th Note = a sixteenth of a quarter note

This represents a length of time. For instancewthele note is 4 times longer than the quarter.ritite &' note is a
guarter of the time of a half note.

A triplet means play three notes in the time itmally takes to play 2 notes. Therefore, a tripfe8onotes means
plays 3 notes in the time of 3'8otes. Or you can think of it as 3 notes in theetof one quarter note. So, if you
wanted to play 3 notes in the time of orfferte, you would play a triplet of éhotes. Triplet 18=2 16", 2 16"=
one &

A Time signature are the numbers at the beginnfregstaff of music(not to be confused with tablatyAs an
example

The time signature is 4/4. The bottom number reprssthe note and the top number represents thberuvh
notes. Therefore 4/4 means 4 quarter notes perureedas time signature of 5/4 would mean 5 quartges per
measure. A time signature of 7/8 would mean 7 &iglotes per measure. It is standard that therfot of a
measure is accented. Last but not least for toslegpieats.

-3 B |
| <= 0-----0- - |
|:--0-----0----- |
|:--0-----0----- |
| ---2e 2o |
EERE REETEIEree. |

you should play 4 G Major chords.

Written byRichard Broadhead lI(Displaceiome visitDisplacer's Death Tab

Lesson 2 Includes
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Key Signatures
Modes
Intervals



